UFO UPDATE

By Paul Dong

n November 13, 1978, China's
D leading newspaper, the People's

Daily, published an article enti-
tled "UFOs— An Unsolved World Puzzle."
It was the first of its kind ever to appear in
the Chinese press. The author, Sheng
Heng Yen, is an editor at the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences. Almost a
year later China’s nexi-largest newspaper,
the Guang Ming Daily, published a second
article about UFOs. Written for the paper's
science column, the article pondered the
question, Do flying saucers exist? Its
author, Chow Hsin Yen, is science-group
editor of TV broadcasting at the Peking
Central Broadcasting Bureau.

Chow reported that a group of scientists
on an expedition in Hupeh Province had
seen unidentified flying objects. This
sighting was later confirmed by members
of the Chinese Liberation Army who, at the
time, were on maneuvers in the area. The
article also reported other sightings
throughout the provinces of China.

It wasn't until May 12, 1980, that the
Guang Ming Daily again published an
article on UFOs. This article, by me,

featured detailed reports of pilots,
scientists, and other professionals
throughout the world who had seen UFOs.
These articles aroused public curiosity
throughout mainland China. Several
hundred letters written to Aerospace
Knowledge magazine asked the Chinese
government to l[aunch a study of the UFO
phenomenon. Publication of this request in
the magazine drew enormous response
from China’s provinces, leading the
government to sanction a probe under the
auspices of the university in Wuhan,
central China. Thus the Chinese UFO
Studies Association was born. This
organization, the first of its kind in China,
maintains branches in the cities of Peking
(China’s capital city), Shanghai, and
Guangdong. Other branches are located
in the Guangxi region and four other
provinces. It publishes its own journal,
UFO Exploration, and it comprises
workers, students, teachers, journalists,
doctors, and researchers in the sciences.
Although the association was founded in
May 1980, it wasn't until December 4 of
that year that the official New China News

Rare UFO photo taken in 1942 by street photographer in Tientsin, the People's Republic of China,
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Agency publicized the group's creation.

Two important events prompted Peking
to permit a serious scientific evaluation of
UFOs. One summer evening in 1965
Peking, with a population of 8 million, had
its airspace violated when two bright,
disc-shaped objects flew overhead. Two
years later a similar incident occurred near
the outskirts of the city. A bright, globe-
shaped object with flashing red lights was
observed by thousands of people as it
raced across the night sky at fantastic
speeds, stopped suddenly, paused, and
then resumed its speedy flight until it
disappeared beneath the horizon

Because of this second violation of
security, many observers surmised that
the object was a prototype vehicle or
weapon from Taiwan or some other
country. Speculation led to more spec-
ulation among the population, who
suggested a multitude of sources for the
events. To alleviate the growing fear that
these unexplained phenomena threatened
the country's national security, the Peking
authorities sanctioned the establishment
of an academic UFO study group. Another
contributing factorin China's decision to
evaluate UFOs was the frequency of
reports converging upon the authorities in
Peking from the provinces during the 1970s,

A different opinion on this subject came
from Ching Tao, a science editor for the
Guang Ming Daily. In footnoting my article
of May 12, 1980, he siated, “Far too much
clamor has resulted from the latest interest
in UFOs in the area of research. Within the
context of scientific involvement, UFOs are
just part of a broad spectrum of study and
investigation. Without a formal study, UFOs
cannot be dismissed as being the product
of delusional minds."

Concurring with this viewpoint, Hsieh
Chu, editor of Aerospace Knowledge,
commented, “One cannot deny that UFOs
exist, owing to the large number of
sightings that have been recorded thus
far in this country.”

Aerospace Knowledge and Science

and Life have published reports of UFQ

sightings in China. One sighting occurred
on an autumn afternoon in 1970, when
Chen Yufu, a worker in a coal-washing
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factory in Shanxi Province, spotted a
luminous, round, ringlike mass In thé sky
The object, which appeared to resemble a
washbasin, was lrailled by a vaporous
exhaust as il was observed in flight west of
the factory's lransformer substation

Six years later, on September 9, 1976, at
aboul 6 P, a group of employees from the
Jiangxi Second Chemical Factory and a
few residents of Yichun City, inJiangxi Prov-
observed a metallic. copper-colored
object shaped like facing cymbals that was
spinning on its verfical axis Eyewilnesses
declared that the object was in full view

The following year Zhang Zhousheng,
an employee of the Yunnan Astronomical
Observatory, saw an unidentified flying ob-
el over Chengdu, capital of Sichuan Pray-
in southwest China. Some people
who ived within 180 kilometers of the sight-
ing alsa witnessed the event
One final account described a huge
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that direclion were Chinese television's
screening of an American-made film
UFOs Are Real and the publication of
buoks and periodicals on UFOs

One clear evidence that progress is
being made foward this end i1s the estab-
lishment of the China UFO Research Or-
ganization, an official unit of the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences. With the
granting of government approval for study-
ing the UFO phenomenon, those members
of the Chinese scientific community in
whaose sphere of inlerest these studies lie
will not, one hopes, fall victim o the cliched
cull mentality that permeates UFQ re-
search in the United States today. DQ
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And Can’t
Remember?

A noted publisher reports there is a
simple technique for acquiring a
powerful memory which can pay you
real dividends in both business and
social advancement and works like
magic to give you added poise,
necessary self-confidence and greater
knowledge.

According to this publisher, many
people do not realize how much they
could influence others simply by
remembering accurately everything
they see, hear, or read. Whether in
business, at social functions, or even
casual conversations with new ac-
quaintances, there are ways in which
you can dominate each situation by
your ability to remember.

To acquaint the readers of this
magazine with the easy-to-follow rules
for developing skill in remembering
anything you choose to remember, the
publishers have printed full details of
their self-training method in a new
booklet, ‘‘Adventures in Memory"
which will be mailed free to anyone
who requests it. No obligation. Send
your name, address and zip code to:
Memory Studies, Dept. 116-041, Divi-
sion of Career Institute, 1500 Cardinal
Drive, Little Falls, New Jersey 07424,
A postcard will do.
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